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WHAT IS THE “FACE”  
OF YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD?

[WHAT ARE THE “FACES”  
OF OUR CITIES?]

What you’ll need: camera/ mobile phone  
camera, paper, printer, scissors, glue, and 
coloured paper/cardboard /something similar 
to be used as a support for your collage.

After months in lockdown, has your  
relationship to your neighbourhood 
changed anyhow? Have you discovered  
new places or surprised yourself with  
unnoticed parts of it? 

IF YOU COULD GIVE YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 
A FACE, HOW WOULD IT LOOK LIKE? 

1. LOOKING CLOSELY: WALK AROUND  
AND OBSERVE YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

You will need: camera/mobile phone camera.

Have you been walking around your neighbour-

hood more often lately? How does it look like?

What about going on an architecture hunt? 

What kinds of buildings are there in your neigh-

bourhood? What are their shapes and colours? 

Which materials are they made of? Does any de-

tail catch your eyes? Can you notice similarities 

among the buildings and constructions?

Maybe, when walking around, you can already 

ask yourself: if you could picture your neighbour-

hood as a face, which parts of these buildings 

would make it up? 

Take as many photographs (or sketches) as you 

can! It will be nice to have at least a few options 

to choose from when you make the collage/

drawing out of the images you collected. 

 

You can also use a paper to help you frame your 

field of vision when looking closely at textures, 

shapes and details. Take a look at the instruc-

tions on how to make and use the frame: 
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Fold an A4 paper (8,3x11,7”) in half, crease well and unfold it. 

Cut the paper following the line where you have the crease to 

obtain an A5 paper (5,8x8,3”). Fold the A5 paper in half again 

and cut a small square out of the centre of the folded paper. 

Unfold it and voilà: you have your frame!

* Please be careful with scissors and glues!

DON’T HAVE A CAMERA OR A PRINTER? 

Take out a notebook instead and draw as you 
explore, making colourful creations that you  
can collage into a face when you get home!
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3. EXPLORING AND FINDING OPPORTUNITY: 
PLAY WITH THE IMAGES AND CREATE YOUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD’S FACE!

What you will need: printed photos/drawings, scis-
sors, glue, and coloured paper, cardboard or some-
thing similar to be used as a support for your collage 

(or you can continue playing and creating digitally)

Now it’s time to explore and have fun!  
What is the face of your neighbourhood?

Start (or carry on, if you have already started it) 

playing with the images, exploring their features 

and experimenting with different arrangements!

Look at the shapes, materials, colours and tex-

tures you can find in your pictures. 

Thinking about your neighbourhood, observe and 

ask yourself: What could represent the skin of 

your neighbourhood? Did you find any patterns 

or similarities among the materials used on the 

2. OBSERVING CAREFULLY: CHOOSE AND PRINT 
YOUR PHOTOS [OR SIMPLY DOWNLOAD THEM TO 

YOUR COMPUTER IF YOU PREFER TO WORK DIGITALLY]

You will need: paper and printer and/or just a computer.

If you have taken lots of photographs, you may want 

to choose some of them to print (at least to start with; 

you can always – and you probably will – go back to 

them and print some other ones). 

Which of them do you like the most and in which you 

feel you can better recognise your neighbourhood?

Look closely and carefully at the shapes, materials, 

textures, colours and details you caught on your  

pictures. Can you still find elements that went  

unnoticed during your walk? Any surprises?? 

I am sure you will find some!

You can also start playing with your images and 

unleashing your imagination! While you take a look 

at them – even before you choose some to print out 

if you’d rather – you may want to explore combining 

some of them in different ways (you can try overlap-

ping parts of them while hiding others, juxtaposing, 

rotating, etc.). This can help you define your first 

group of images! 

buildings? What about the pavement? Are 

there any specific or special features about 

it? Are there any architectural elements and 

shapes that characterise your neighbourhood?

Observing these elements, go on another hunt 

now: do you see anything that resembles a 

nose? Or an eyebrow? Can you combine two or 

more elements to make a mouth? Would you 

add any accessories such as a hat, an earring, 

a tie or glasses that you think would help you 

to better picture your neighbourhood?
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EXPANDING BOUNDARIES… 

If you are up to it, you can create a “City Faces Set”, 

a group of images and architectural elements with 

which you can play, experiment and test different 

arrangements – either coming up with other faces  

for your own neighbourhood again (it might have 

many faces indeed!) or making new ones for other 

neighbourhoods in your city! 

What if we could picture the city landscape in an 

unfamiliar way? How many faces would we find if 

we looked carefully at it?
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