
 
The story of the Dome  

St Paul’s Cathedral, as we know it with its big, beautiful dome, was designed by 

an Architect named Sir Christopher Wren after the previous St Paul’s Cathedral 

was destroyed in 1666 in the Great Fire of London. The domed Cathedral we 

have now has been standing and welcoming people to pray, explore and learn 

for over 300 years.  

The dome weighs over 65,000 tons (the same as 65,000 elephants!) and the 

Cathedral took 35 years to build without modern day equipment, cranes, 

machinery or electricity!  

However, in the 1920’s the cathedral was closed and given a ‘Dangerous 

Structure Notice’. This was because they thought the dome was in danger of 

collapsing! The Cathedral had to think fast and together with his team, an 

Architect called Mervyn McCartney got to work to protect the building and 

make it strong.  

The dome is held up by large, tall pillars with the dome on top. The pillars were 

hollow and filled with stone, which had worn away and crumbled. This made 



them weaker. The architects decided to fill them with cement. This made the 

pillars more secure, but they still needed to make the dome a bit stronger. Sir 

Christopher Wren had put an iron chain around the dome to make sure it was 

strong, but over time the iron had become rusty. Mervyn McCartney replaced 

the iron chain with a steel one and this meant the dome continues to be strong 

and secure today.  

Because of all their hard work and engineering, McCartney and his team saved 

the dome from falling down and now we are still able to visit and gaze upon 

Wren’s magnificent dome, and if you come and visit, you can even climb the 

stairs to the top!  

When the public were worried about the dome being replaced in the 1920’s 

they produced a picture in the newspapers of what it might look like without 

its dome. I wonder what St Paul’s Cathedral would have looked like now if they 

were not able to fix it?  

 

 

 

 


