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DESIGN IDEAS DICE - ACTIVITY SHEET
Research your local area and then use your dice to spark ideas for new spaces!
Suitable for: Children aged 7+ (or 5+ with an adult helping), 1 hour.

@INGENIOUSYOUTH
WWW.INGENIOUSYOUTH.COM
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WHAT YOU NEED:
• Paper
• Card 
• Crayons and pencils
• A pen
• Scissors
• A ruler
• Sellotape
• A glue stick



INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1: Cut out the net from the activity sheet. You may need an adult to help you do this. 
 

STEP 2: Once you have cut the outline, score the tabs. 
 

STEP 3: Take your cutout with you on a walk around your local neighbourhood and use your 
senses to explore the area. When designing a place, it is important to think about the place and 
people you are designing for. This is called research. 
 

STEP 4: Whilst on your walk, it is your job to fill in the blank squares of the net by doing the 
following tasks. On each square, do the task related to the title below:
 

 • TEXTURE: Take a rubbing of a texture you can find in your surroundings. You do this by 
holding the square of paper over the texture, and rubbing a crayon over this square. This 
could be a path, a brick wall, or some stone steps.

• DRAWING: Pick your favourite building and draw the outline of the building. 

• COLOUR: Have a look at what colours you can see in your area, and colour them on this 
square. 

• NATURE: Explore nature in the local surroundings. Pick some flowers or leaves and stick 
them to your square with sellotape. (Make sure you have permission to pick these things).

• SOUND: Stop and listen for a minute. Listen to what sounds are around you, can you hear 
cars, or birds, or people? Imagine what this sound looks like. Now draw this on this square.
 
• WORDS: Write 3 words about what is important to this place. For example, ‘Community’, 
‘Nature’ or ‘Play’.

 

STEP 5: Now that all the squares are filled, use a glue stick to build your net, and make it 
into a Cube. You may need an adult to help you as this could be fiddly.
 

STEP 6: Now you have your Design Ideas Dice, which will help spark ideas!
 

STEP 7: Roll your ideas dice 3 times. (If you get the same result, roll again). For example, you 
might roll, NATURE, TEXTURE and COLOUR. 
 

STEP 8:  Take a new blank piece of paper and get designing!  

STEP 9: Using the three squares that you rolled to guide your design, your task now is to 
design a new building/space for the area you have just explored. The space could be anything: it 
could be a new playground, a home, or a birdhouse. 
 

STEP 10: Take a photo of your creation, and upload it to the website. 


